
Steve Hanson – The Thommys – end of decade 
2010-2020 
 
Here's my end of decade (I put my end of year up already). 
 
Joining The Thommys makes me feel like I'm going into rehab! I realise how much 
other people are switched on to contemporary things, in a way I'm not now. It's been 
enlightening reading everyone's lists, and thankyou for them. I want to promise to 
keep more plugged into new stuff but am not sure if I will manage that.  
 
The music I buy is often reissued. Hawkwind's first four albums remastered. Can 
albums. Stuff by Holger Czukay. I spend a lot of time in my past: Spacemen 3 
records, Bunnymen, Teardop Explodes, Creation label stuff, compilations, Slowdive, 
Moose and Gallon Drunk. The Acid Jazz label. You can probably paint your own 
picture of all that.  
 
My record collection is a house within a home. I'm of a certain time and place and 
there are lots of us. I'm not unique. 
 
In terms of stuff that came out in the last decade I have been delighted that a) Acid 
Jazz restarted under new owner PIAS and b) that new jazz came out that had none 
of the stigma the AJ label seemed to gather: Binker & Moses, Ashley Henry Trio, the 
We Out Here comp. etc / et al.  
 
Other things: Sleaford Mods (all of them) Idles' Joy as an Act of Resistance (2018) 
The Seer (2012) and Glowing Man by Swans (2016) Cornershop's Hold on it's Easy 
(2015) Urban Turban (2012) and the singles with Bubbley Kaur. 
 
The album of the decade is Fennesz's Agora (Touch, 2019). 
 
Gigs largely revolve around Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival and 
Manchester Jazz Festival which is also a sign of age I think. As is my use of BBC 
Radio 3. Here are some gigs from the last decade: 
 
Memory is foggy beyond 2014 but I know I saw the Damned and Jah Wobble at The 
Trades in Hebden Bridge on different occasions, the Wobble gig was amazing.  
 
Sleaford Mods - Manchester Academy (2014) 
Jesus and Mary Chain - Manchester Academy (2014) 
 
Norma Winstone - St Annes's Church Manchester Jazz Festival (2015) 
AMM - Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival (2015) 
Calvin Johnson – Nexus Art Café, Manchester (2015) 
John Surman – Manchester Central Library (2015) 
 
The Zombies – London Palladium, doing all of Odessey (sic) and Oracle for the last 
time (2017) 
Sacred Paws – Soup Kitchen, Manchester (2017) 
Arditti Quartet celebration - Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival (2017) 
 
Ata Kak – Band on the Wall, Manchester (2018) 
Ashley Henry Trio - Manchester Jazz Festival (2018) 
Binker & Moses - Band on the Wall, part of Manchester Jazz Festival (2018) 



Terry and Gyan Riley – Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester (2018) 
 
Sacred Paws – Yes, Manchester (2019) 
Bill Callahan - Albert Hall, Manchester (2019) 
Evan Parker - Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival (2019) 
 
Books: Fitzcarraldo, Brian Dillon's books, Essayism particularly. I've read a lot, but 
much of what I've read is academic stuff over the last decade and I'm not listing that 
here. Plus I read a lot of things 'not of this decade'. I read poetry though and Alan 
Halsey and Kelvin Corcoran's Winterreisen (2019) is a great example of the rich 
ongoing British tradition.  
 
Films: I like Kaurismaki, The Other Side of Hope (2017) and Le Havre (2011) Ken 
Loach's I, Daniel Blake (2016) Mike Leigh's Peterloo (2019). The Jarmusch Iggy Pop 
documentary (2018). I watch crappy Star Wars films and trash-fi, also an age / 
culture thing.  
 
Again though, I watched a lot of things 'not of this decade'. It's a big and increasing 
part of culture and my relation to it. 


